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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 32 is objected to because of the following informalities: the period at the end of 
the line 11 should be changed, e.g., to Claim 21, "ratchet extension shaft (102)" should be 
changed to, -ratchet extension shaft (202)-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , 3, 5 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lampke, US Patent No. 2,808,749. 

Lampke discloses all the limitations of the above 
claims 1, i.e., power wrench comprising a handle 
containing a motor (e.g., 67); a ratchet extension (41) 
attached to the handle; a ratchet extension shaft (55) attached to the handle and a ratchet head 
(1); and the ratchet head (1) attached to the extension and the shaft, wherein the extension and 
the shaft are removable; a plurality of removable extension (41, 67, 81) and a plurality of 
removable shafts (55, 77) each separately removable. 

4. Claims 19-22 and 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hendrickson, US Patent No. 3,430,510. 
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Hendrickson 


above claims 19 


discloses all the 


i.e., a ratchet handle 


limitations of the 



(48) containing an air drive motor, an air line connection (inherent) furnished to the ratchet 
handle; a ratchet extension sleeve (2) having a first end and having a second end, wherein the 
first end of the ratchet extension sleeve is attached to the ratchet handle; a ratchet extension 
shaft (11) having a first end and a second end, wherein the ratchet extension shaft (1 1) is 
disposed substantially parallel to the ratchet extension sleeve (2), and wherein the ratchet 
extension shaft (1 1) is unsupported apart from support furnished to the first end of the ratchet 
extension shaft and the second end of the ratchet extension shaft; wherein the first end of the 
ratchet extension shaft (1 1) is attached to a drive shaft (54) disposed at the ratchet handle (48); 
a ratchet head (1) having a socket mount (56) and having attached the second end of the 
ratchet extension sleeve (2) and having a ratchet head drive shaft (49) attached the second end 
of the ratchet extension shaft (11), wherein the ratchet extension shaft is held exclusively by the 
drive shaft and by the ratchet head drive shaft. 

(Claim 21), wherein the drive shaft (54) is attached to the ratchet handle (48); further 
comprising a drive socket (10) attached to the first end of the ratchet extension shaft (11), 
wherein the drive socket engages the drive shaft (54). 

(Claim 20), a drive tang (9) attached to the second end of the ratchet extension shaft 
(1 1) wherein the drive tang is constructed like the drive shaft (54), wherein the ratchet head 
drive shaft (49) attached to the ratchet head (1), wherein the drive tang (9) engages the ratchet 
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head drive shaft (49), wherein the ratchet head drive shaft (engaging 9) is constructed like the 
drive socket (10). 

(Claim 22), wherein the ratchet head (1) is demountable from the ratchet handle (48); 
and wherein an area between the ratchet extension shaft (11) and the ratchet extension sleeve 
(2) is completely filled with air. 

(Claim 27), wherein the ratchet extension is furnished by a tubular piece and wherein the 
ratchet extension shaft is furnished by a solid rod; and wherein the ratchet extension shaft is not 
supported by any bearings located between a surface of the ratchet extension shaft and an 
inner wall of the ratchet extension sleeve. 

(Claim 28), wherein the ratchet extension shaft (11) is connected to a rotary output of the 
air drive motor and wherein the socket mount (56) is rotation transferring connected to the 
ratchet extension shaft (11). 

(Claim 29), wherein the ratchet extension shaft is disposed in the ratchet extension 
sleeve and disposed for freely rotating in the ratchet extension sleeve. 

(Claim 30), wherein the ratchet extension surrounds the ratchet extension shaft without 
contact between the ratchet extension sleeve and the ratchet extension shaft. 

(Claim 22), wherein the ratchet extension sleeve (2) and the ratchet extension shaft (11) 
are separate elements, wherein the relative position of ratchet extension sleeve (2) and ratchet 
extension shaft (11) are defined by the respective mountings on the ratchet handle and on the 
ratchet head (1). 

(Claim 32), meeting all of the limitations of claim 32. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

. 5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
• forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over anyone 
of Lampke, Hendrickson and Frenkel. 

Each of the above mentioned prior art meets the limitations of the above claims except 
for disclosing an extension and a shaft having a length between 6 to thirty inches. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use an 
extension and a corresponding shaft having a length of approximately 6-30", since it has been 
held that changing shape, dependent on work-piece parameters, involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Stevens, 101 US PQ 284(CCPA1954). 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lampke. 
Lampke meets all of the limitations of claim 6, except for disclosing a plurality of 

disclosing the range or a specific size of the extensions, modification within the knowledge of 
one of ordinary skill in the art dependent on work-piece/operational parameters as indicated 
above. 

8. Claims 12, 13 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lampke in view of Hendrickson. 

Lampke meet the limitations of the above claims, except for disclosing an air power 
wrench. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use a pneumatic wrench as taught by Hendrickson, 04:56 in adapting the 
invention for application requiring pneumatic drive. 

Lampke in view of Hendrickson disclose the types of connections having similar 
constructions between the head and the handle. 
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9. Claims 1 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious Frenkel (5,709,136). 


save manufacturing costs, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed on February 15, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are moot in view of the new rejections of claims 19-32. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Hadi Shakeri whose telephone number is 571-272-4495. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7 ? 91'97ttoll-free). 


Frenkel discloses all of the limitations of claims 1 and 11, 



including "an area" between the sleeve and the shaft completely 



filed with air, however, in the alternative eliminating the bearings, to 



Hadi ShaKSfT 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3723 


April 1, 2007 


